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A word from the Head . . .
Wow!!! What a challenging term this has been, for everyone. I would like to thank all of our parents and
families for the amazing support you have given us. We realise that it has been hard for you, especially
when we have had to close classes or ask you to isolate your child. But, none of you have complained,
and on the day we had to close several classes at short notice you all arrived to collect your children
within an hour – which is amazing.
However, let’s take a moment to pause and reflect upon all the good things that have happened this
term – there are many and I know you will thank the staff for their hard work and commitment to creating
a fabulous learning environment and supporting each child to make the best possible progress.
This term we had our highest ever intake of new children and they are settling so well and are now very
much a part of our school community. We also welcomed a number of new staff members, too many to
mention everyone, but we are very impressed with all of them and they are definitely bringing a sparkle
to the school. Many of you may have had contact with Rani, our new Family Support Worker, who is
already having a huge impact for some of you – more information about her role is contained within the
newsletter.
So please, switch on the kettle, put your feet up and take a moment to read the
lovely reports here that show you how well everyone has done in making sure
that our children continue to have fantastic, exciting learning opportunities as
well as lots of fun.
Wishing you all a lovely holiday. Please keep safe.

fiona

A special delivery for Watergate pupils!
Watergate PSFA have a long tradition of giving a small gift to each of our pupils at
Christmas. This year, due to Covid, we haven’t been able to raise any funds and, so
were unable to buy any gifts.
Jacey and her helpers at Sienna’s Gifts stepped in to donate thirteen sacks of
beautifully wrapped presents to Watergate!!
Two of our wonderful pupils took delivery of the presents…

We want to say a huge thank you to Jacey, all of her helpers and every
single person who contributed to their Christmas appeal.

A letter from Watergate Chair of Governors
To Everyone at Watergate School,
This has been an unprecedented year for everyone. However, lots of positive changes
have happened and the school staff have worked really hard to ensure that our pupils’
day to day learning has not been compromised.
One of the changes has been inside our leadership team. As you may know Fiona Veitch
our Interim Headteacher is leaving us at the end of this academic year. She joined us at a
time of change for initially a one year contract, but kindly agreed to stay for another year
whilst we recruited a new Headteacher. This process has now finished and we are in a
position to welcome an internal candidate, Linda Mathews. Linda joined our school in
February of this year and has been a great asset to the school, and the roles that she has
taken on. She comes with lots of experience in SEN and we know that she will make a
great Headteacher.
As a Governing Body we have also had a few changes. Carl Handley our longstanding
and well respected Governor has decided to resign due to ill health. Our Chair of
Governors Ruth Elliot has also decided to retire after many years of service to our school
and community. We would like to wish them both well for the future. Carl’s support at our
fundraisers along with Ruth’s infamous fruit meringue with be sorely missed.
I am pleased and proud to say that I have been appointed the new Chair of Governors
and along with my colleagues will continue to support the school and our community.
We’d like to thank all staff for your extraordinary efforts this year in continuing to support
and educate our pupils in the face of this pandemic. You have provided the stability and
reassurance that was and is needed. You have given your time to make sure that pupils
did not go hungry when the school was closed. You were innovative and creative in
providing activities for pupils whilst they were at home, and you have all remained positive
and committed despite the anxiety you may have felt about continuing to work in school.
We know that this year has been exhausting and stressful, but we hope that you can feel
proud of all that we have achieved together. The landscape will continue to be
challenging for some time, but we know that as a school we will continue to do amazing
things.
We hope that you have a peaceful and restful Christmas..
Henrii Webb
Chair of Governors

Creative Learning News
CREATIVITY IN THE CURRICULUM

Creative Learning is an integral part of our new curriculum and, as the Lead Teacher for Creative Learning, I am hoping to see
Watergate becoming a hive of creative activity. Creativity gives our pupils opportunities to express themselves in ways that are
meaningful to them. It celebrates ideas, encourages risk taking and helps us to explore our world. Creativity at Watergate gives
pupils the opportunity to express their feelings and to share their enjoyment with those around them.
We want everyone at Watergate to feel confident enough to take creative
risks and to experiment with different ways to bring learning to life. Creativity
doesn’t just happen in an art lesson! We believe that experiencing the arts
can create happiness, and build confidence in our young people. The arts
bring people together and can enhance well-being, social interaction and a
sense of community. Creativity supports communication development - it’s a shared experience that provides a wonderful
opportunity for engagement and communication. Our creativity will spill out from our classrooms and be evident across the school –
in the corridors, the foyer, the playground, the garden and across the community. We hope you can join us on our creative journey.
If you have any suggestions for how to develop creativity at Watergate, or any skills you could share, then do get in touch.

WINTER WATERGATELAND
Over the last few days we have been celebrating Winter Watergateland. It’s been a very challenging term and we hoped to bring
some festive cheer with a programme of creative activities that everyone could get involved with. Classes could enter the ‘Make a
Snowperson’ and Christmas Card competitions and while wearing their Jolly Jumpers. Classes watched the wonderful Makaton
signing Singing Hands Christmas Show and the Bamboozle Theatre Christmas concert online. They also had musical visits from Give A
Song (see below) and West End performer Nicholas Maclean brought his Festive Friends along to sing carols to us in the playground.
What a lot of Winter Wonderful Fun!

GIVE A SONG – THE PLAYGROUND SESSIONS
On a wonderfully sunny day in October we were visited by the Give a
Song musicians. Give a Song was set up by Chloe Edwards-Wood to
bring music to people who are shielding during lockdown. They have
performed all across Lewisham and it was so lovely of them to come
along to Watergate and bring joy to our playground. Everyone joined in
dancing, singing and playing along to the music – it was brilliant! Give a
Song returned to the playground on December 9 th with more of their
fantastic live music and they really added some festive cheer to our
afternoon. If you know someone in Lewisham who might benefit from a
visit from Give a Song then you can get in touch with them here https://www.facebook.com/giveasongproject/

Molly Bertrand – Lead Teacher for Creative Learning

