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Watergate Curriculum Policy Document 

 

This policy document should be read in conjunction with other related policies, including: 

• EYFS Policy 

• Remote Learning Policy 

• Behaviour Policy and Behaviour Principles 

• Educational Visits Policy and Guidance 

 

 

Aim 

The aim of this policy is to give essential information relating to the bespoke curriculum created for 

pupils attending Watergate School. 

 

 

Philosophy 

We are all on a life-long learning journey.  

We learn, change and develop through opportunity, experience, engagement and reflection. 

As educators, our role is to enable our pupils to develop the skills, confidence, resilience and 

motivation to be life-long learners – enabling them to become “the best possible me” 

 

 

Our Curriculum: 

✓ Has the child at its centre 

✓ Recognises that each pupil has a unique learning profile 

✓ Is rich, broad, ambitious and highly meaningful for each pupil 

✓ Develops the core skills of communication & interaction, independence and thinking & 

problem solving (‘golden threads’) 

✓ Provides motivating, fun, creative, enriching learning opportunities 

✓ Utilises appropriate, effective and innovative tools and approaches to enable learning 

 

 

Aims of the curriculum: 

For each child to be continually developing the skills to be: 

 Motivated and confident communicators 

 Independent in learning and living 

 Self-aware and able to self-regulate 

 An active member of their community 

 Motivated, persistent and enquiring 

 

 

 



The six areas of the curriculum: 

 

The ‘Golden Threads’ (core skills) of Communication & Interaction, Independence and Thinking & 

Problem Solving Skills are woven into every aspect of the curriculum through holistic learning 

opportunities. 

 

Curriculum Tools provide information as to the most effective strategies and approaches we can 

use to deliver the curriculum 

 

 

Holistic Learning 

Holistic learning is about the development of the whole child. 

We consider how we can bring the strands of each area of learning (the curriculum) into each 

lesson (or learning opportunity). 

We think about how our interactions with pupils can enable holistic development; such as 

exploiting every opportunity for the development and use of ‘Golden Threads’ throughout the 

school day. 

 

 

Topics 

How do Topics fit into the curriculum? 

Each curriculum area has a ‘curriculum document’.  

The main body of the curriculum (learning intentions)  

is in the curriculum documents. 

 

Topics are the motivating vehicle through which the  

curriculum is delivered to pupils; stimulating and  

bringing the curriculum to life. 

 



Holistic Topic Planners contain ideas and suggestions for highly motivating and creative activities 

and opportunities through which learning intentions (from the curriculum document) can be 

delivered. 

Holistic Topic Planners are created collaboratively each term by all of the teaching staff teams 

 

Fitting all the elements together… 

 

 

Curriculum Handbooks 

 

 

 

 

 



Measuring impact through meaningful assessment 

 Learning intentions (for each pupil) are set for each lesson and evaluated to provide formative 

assessment  

 IEP objectives inform/are included within learning intentions as appropriate. They are 

evaluated as part of the lesson evaluation and through ongoing recording of observations 

which support the termly summative assessment of these objectives  

 The assessment framework below shows how the priority areas for development for each child 

(EHCP Outcomes) form a key part of an individualised curriculum within the context of a broad 

and meaningful wider curriculum. 

 

Learning that lasts…using the MAPP assessment tool ensures that independence, fluency, 

maintenance and generalisation are recognised as being key aspects of effective long-term 

learning and are contained within the language of the curriculum and IEP Objectives. 
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Appendix 1: Planning: Requirements and Guidance 2022 – 2023 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


